
The Town Council of the Town of Pecos City met in Regular City Council Meeting in the City 

Council Chambers on August 24, 2017 at 5:30 P.M. with the following present:  

 

Venetta Seals   Mayor 

Gerald Tellez  Mayor Pro Tem 

Oscar Ornelas  Councilman 

Veronica Baca  Councilwoman 

  Arthur Orona  Councilman 

  Wally Moon  Councilman 

 

Seth Sorensen  Acting City Manager 

Syra Nichols  City Secretary 

Rod Ponton  City Attorney 

Clay McKinney Chief of Police 

Gary Rumbaugh Public Works 

Heather Ramirez Finance Director 

Syndi Fuentez  Permit Director 

Jesus Gomez  MIS 

 

Item A. Mayor Venetta Seals called the August 24, 2017 meeting to order at 5:30 pm. 

Councilman Wally Moon entered the Council Chambers at 5:41 pm. 

 

Item B. Invocation by Councilman Ornelas 

Item C. Pledge of Allegiance by Councilman Orona 

 

Item D. Public Comments 

 

Halley Brookshire, Pecos Resident, asked the Council to attempt to communicate better with the 

residents of Pecos before big decisions are made, such as the possible dissolving of the PEDC 

and creating an MDD. Mr. Brookshire later on went to state that it would be appreciated if it was 

made simple as possible for new businesses to build in the town. 

 

Greg Mitchell, Pecos Resident, stated that he understands that action requested in item 14 of the 

agenda does not fall under the subdivision regulations of the city, but would like the Council to 

be open the design and look at the bigger opportunity that will be brought on by the property.  

 

Joe Keese, Pecos Resident, encouraged the Council to make a positive decision in regards to 

item 14 on the Council agenda. Mr. Keese stated the Council should jump on opportunities to 

develop in Pecos.  

 

Item E. Consent Agenda 

  

On motion by Councilman Tellez and seconded by Councilman Orona the Council voted 

unanimously to approve the Consent Agenda as presented; Minutes of regular City Council 



meeting on August 10, 2017; Minutes of Budget Hearing on August 10, 2017; Submission of  

health insurance renewal forms for FY2018 to Blue Cross Blue Shield with proposed changes  

plan changes.  

 

Item F. Non-Consent Agenda 

 

1. DISCUSS/CONSIDER Seth Sorensen, acting City Manager, presented the Council with 

a 15 year abatement with Newsome Developers for a 144-unit apartment complex. On 

motion by Councilman Tellez  and seconded by Councilman Ornelas, with Councilman 

Moon and Councilman Orona voting against, the Council voted 3:2 to approve the proposed 

15 year abatement with Newsome Developers as presented.   

 

2. DISCUSS/CONSIDER Seth Sorensen, acting City Manager, presented the Council with 

potential changes to the airport/FBO contract. Coley Means, Crosby Flying Services, LLC, 

stated that he and his partner are interested in buying the FBO contract to the Pecos Air 

Center. On Motion by Councilman Orona and seconded by Councilman Moon, the Council 

voted unanimously to approve the sale of the Airport/FBO contract to Crosby Flying 

Services.   

 

3. REVERSION OF LAND Kenneth Winkles, PEDC Director, requested that the Council 

consider the reversion of a verbal agreement to deed approximately 7 acres to the Town of 

Pecos City. The land was to be used as the site for the new City Hall but no plan had been set 

as of yet and Mr. Winkles stated that he had developers interested in developing the land. On 

motion by Councilman Orona and seconded by Councilman Tellez, the Council voted 

unanimously to revert the verbal agreement to deed 7 acres to the Town of Pecos City.  

 

4. DISCUSS/CONSIDER Clay McKinney, Chief of Police, presented the Council an 

agreement to establish new federal prisoner per diem and transportation rates. On motion by 

Councilman Orona and seconded by Councilman Ornelas, the Council voted unanimously to 

approve the Intergovernmental Agreement establishing a federal prisoner per diem rate at 

$75.00 per day and the new transportation rate at $28.32 per hour for 60 months.  

 

5. DISCUSS/CONSIDER Seth Sorensen, acting City Manager, presented the Council with 

four bids received to determine the selection of an auditing firm for FY17, FY18 and FY19. 

The bids were presented as follows: 

 

1) Painter and Associates, P.C.    $45,000 2017-2018-2019 

2) Weaver & Tidwell, LLP    2017-$51,200 

       2018-$52,000 

       2019-$53,000 

3) Johnson, Miller & Co CPA's PC  2017 -$80,200 

      2018-$83,700 

     2019-$87,200 

4) Park Fowler & Co., PLLC  2017-$43,500 

         2018-$43,500 

         2019-$45,685 



On motion by Councilman Moon and seconded by Councilman Orona, the Council voted 

unanimously to select Park Fowler & Co., PLLC as the Town of Pecos City auditing firm for the 

FY17-19 

 

6. UPDATE Gary Rumbaugh, Public Works Director, briefed the Council on Network Fleet, the 

city vehicle inspection and maintenance system used to monitor city vehicles. No action taken.  

 

7. UPDATE Gary Rumbaugh, Public Works Director, updated the Council on the progress of 

the splash pad. Mr. Rumbaugh stated that the Vortex crew will be out on site to continue the 

finishing touches on the splash park. No action taken.  

 

8. UPDATE Seth Sorensen, acting City Manager, informed the Council that he had recently met 

with TxDot and updated them on the activities and projects discussed. No action taken.  

 

9. UPDATE Seth Sorensen, acting City Manager, updated the Council on the project of the 

ballfields, which are pending changes to the concession stand and are being converted to PDF  

format. No action taken.  

 

10. UPDATE Seth Sorensen, acting City Manager, update the Council on the November 7, 2017 

election concerning creation of the Pecos Municipal Development District and the creation of a 

Reeves County Assistance District. No action taken.  

 

11. RESOLUTION 17-08-02R Clay McKinney, Chief of Police, presented the Council with 

Resolution 17-08-02R, a resolution supporting the submission of the 2018 rifle resistant body 

armor grant. On motion by Councilman Tellez and seconded by Councilman Orona, the Council 

voted unanimously to approve Resolution 17-08-02R. 

 

12. DISCUSS/CONSIDER (was moved up ahead of item one on the agenda) Seth Sorensen, 

acting City Manager, presented the Council with an existing use agreement between the Town 

of Pecos City and Colgate. On motion by Councilman Orona and seconded by Councilman 

Tellez, the Council voted unanimously to approve the Colgate existing use agreement.  

 

13. ORDINANCE 17-08-01 ANNEXATION Seth Sorensen, acting City Manager, presented 

the Council with the second reading of Ordinance 17-08-01, an ordinance extending the northern 

and southern city limits of the Town of Pecos City. On motion by Councilman Tellez and 

seconded by Councilman Orona, the Council voted unanimously to approve the second reading 

of Ordinance 17-08-01. 

 

14. DISCUSS/CONSIDER Venetta Seals, Mayor, requested that the Council consider a 

variance for an already approved street and cud de sac issue for 16 potential home sites between 

Texas and Iowa Streets. On motion by Councilman Orona and seconded by Councilman Ornelas, 

the Council voted unanimously to approve the variance of not having to meet the 3 inch chip seal 

requirement for the cud de sac. 

 

15. DISCUSS CONSIDER Venetta Seals, Mayor, requested that the Council consider directing 

the interim City Manager to amend the subdivision rules in relation to three inch hot mix asphalt 



requirement for streets as stated on page 19 of the subdivision rules and regulations. On motion 

by Councilman Orona and seconded by Councilman Moon, the Council voted unanimously to  

allow interim City Manager Seth Sorensen to amend subdivision rules regarding asphalt  

requirements.  

 

16. DISCUSS/CONSIDER Venetta Seals, Mayor, stated that she has noticed that for as long as 

she has been Mayor she has noticed that the area along the railroad track adjacent to Stafford St. 

has not been mowed. Seth Sorensen, acting City Manager, said he would find out exactly who  

the property belongs to City, TXDot or a private resident before action is taken. No action taken.   

 

Item G. Discuss items for Next City Council Agenda 

  

None 

 

On Break: 8:23 P.M. 

Break Over: 8:44 P.M. 

 

Entered Executive Session: 8:44 P.M.  

EXECUTIVE SESSION: GOVERNMENT CODE SECTION 551.072 

1. Negotiations to enter into a contract with Seth Sorensen to fill the position of City 

Manager.  

 

Exited Executive Session: 10:34 P.M. 

OPEN EXECUTIVE SESSION: GOVERNMENT CODE SECTION 551.07 

  

1. RESOLUTION 17-08-03R Discuss/Consider approving the negotiated contract with 

Seth Sorensen to fill the position of City Manager. No action taken. 

 

Item J.  Adjourned at 10:35 P.M.  

 

Attest: 

 

 

_____________________________                          _______________________________ 

Syra Nichols, City Secretary                                       Venetta Seals, Mayor 


