
The Town Council of the Town of Pecos City met in Regular City Council Meeting in the City 

Council Chambers on October 26, 2017 at 5:30 P.M. with the following present:  

 

Venetta Seals   Mayor 

Wally Moon   Councilman 

Oscar Ornelas  Councilman 

Veronica Baca  Councilwoman 

  Arthur Orona  Councilman 

 

Seth Sorensen  Acting City Manager 

Rod Ponton  City Attorney 

Syra Nichols  City Secretary 

Clay McKinney Chief of Police 

Heather Ramirez Finance Director 

Syndi Fuentez  Permit Director 

Jesus Gomez  MIS 

Jack Brookshire Fire Marshal 

Gary Rumbaugh  City Manager 

Holly Jarocki   Code Enforcement  

 

Item A. Mayor Venetta Seals called the October 26, 2017 meeting to order at 5:30 pm.  

 

Item B. Invocation by Councilman Ornelas 

Item C. Pledge of Allegiance by Councilman Orona 

 

Item D. Public Comments 

 

Venetta Seals, Mayor, invited the community to attend the annual Trunk or Treat on October 28, 

2017 downtown near the museum and various other events going on such as a haunted house at 

the Civic Center October 30th and 31st and a pumpkin decorating contest on October 31st at the 

Civic Center. The Mayor also stated that the Reeves County Hospital would be hosting its annual 

Mammo-mania on the morning of October 28, 2017.  

 

Item E. Consent Agenda 

  

On motion by Councilman Ornelas and seconded by Councilman Orona the Council voted 

unanimously to approve the Consent Agenda as presented; Minutes of regular City Council 

meeting on October 12, 2017. 

 

Item F. Non-Consent Agenda 

 
1. UPDATE Seth Sorensen, City Manager, informed the Council that Mr. Ramon Carrasco would not be 

attending the council meeting, he decided it would be best for him to stay in his office and finish up the 

baseball field complex design and would be getting them to the City Manager as soon as possible. 



Councilman Orona asked that the community take note that the hold up on the project plans is not the 

fault to the City Council or City Manager. No action taken. 

 

2.  DISCUSS/CONSIDER Clay McKinney, Chief of Police, presented the Council with the Texas 

Department of Public Safety Interlocal Cooperation contract. The contract gives the police department the 

ability to purchase items from the Department of Public Safety’s “general store”. The purchases would 

include items such as: intoxilyzer mouthpieces, alcohol blood test kits, syringe transport tubes, etc. and 

would be valid through August 31, 2021. On motion by Councilman Orona and seconded by Councilman 

Moon, the Council voted unanimously to approve the Texas Department of Public Safety Interlocal 

Cooperation contract. 

 

3. DISCUSS/CONSIDER Syra Nichols, City Secretary, asked the Council if they had made any 

decisions on the Nomination of members of the Reeves County Appraisal District Board of 

Directors for 2018-2019 year. Mrs. Nichols stated that that one nominee had been selected, 

Frank Seals, Pecos Resident, and asked if anyone else would be considered. Ken Winkles, PEDC 

Director, volunteered himself to be nominated. On motion by Councilman Orona and seconded 

by Councilman Moon the Council voted unanimously to nominate Frank Seals, Pecos Resident, 

and Ken Winkles, Pecs Resident, to be nominated and considered as members of the Reeves 

County Appraisal District Board of Directors for 2018-2019 year. 

 

4. DISCUSS/CONSIDER Seth Sorensen, City Manager, presented the Council with the possible sale 

and abandonment of right of ways located in Brookshire Estates in 522 H&GN RR CO, Block 5, 

Section 9. Chuck Knudsen, Pecos Resident, stated that the land had been maintained by a private 

resident for over 40 years and not the City, whom the said land belongs to and was in the past 

donated to the City free of charge and never developed on. On motion by Councilman Moon and 

seconded by Councilman Orona, with Councilwoman Baca voting against the Council voted 3:1 

to approve to give back the land located in Brookshire Estates in 522 H&GN RR CO, Block 5, 

Section 9 to the previous owner free of charge, on the condition that the land be re-platted into 

property.  

 

5. DISCUSS/CONSIDER Seth Sorensen, City Manager, presented the Council with the possible 

abandonment of airspace easement in the revised west airport addition. On motion by Councilman Orona 

and seconded by Councilman Ornelas, the Council voted unanimously to approve the abandonment of 

airspace easement in the revised west airport addition.  

 

6. DISCUSS/CONSIDER Gary Rumbaugh, Public Works Director, presented the Council with  contract 

for Automated Weather Operations System "AWOS" maintenance with DBT, LLC. The contract will 

require that DBT, LLC will provide the AWOS observations to WMSCR in accordance with FAA 

specifications every twenty (20)minutes twenty-four (24) hours per day, seven (7) days per week. On 

motion by Councilman Moon and seconded by Councilman Orona, the Council voted unanimously to 

approve the contract for AWOS maintenance between the Town of Pecos City and DBT, LLC. 

 

7. DISCUSS/CONSIDER Heather Ramirez, Finance Director, presented the Council with a interlocal 

agreement with the Harris County Department of Education for cooperative purchasing. On motion by 

Councilman Moon and seconded by Councilman Ornelas, the Council voted unanimously to approve the 

interlocal agreement between the Town of Pecos Cit and Harris County Department of Education for 

cooperative learning. 

 



8. DISCUSS/CONSIDER Arthur Orona, Councilman, requested the purchasing policies and procedure 

regarding purchase approvals and Council authorizations of contracts. Heather Ramirez, Fiancé Director, 

presented the Council with policy stating when Council approval is necessary and by what department 

level it is required. No action taken. 

 

9. DISCUSS/CONSIDER Holly Jaroki, Code Enforcement, presented the Council with addressing 

standards on housing and commercial structures. Mrs. Jarocki stated that recently it has been difficult 

identify properties because addressing had not been held up to standard at it poses a problem if in a 

emergency someone where to be dispatched and had no way of identifying a location. No action taken.  

 

10. DISCUSS/CONSIDER Seth Sorensen, City Manager, presented the Council with Tax Increments 

Reinvestment Zone numbers 1 and 2 enterprise zones. Mr. Sorensen stated that the zones had not been 

utilized to their full potential and requested Council make a decision in eithe keeping or doing away with 

the TIRZ zones. On motion by Councilman Moon and seconded by Councilman Orona, the Council voted 

unanimously to postpone the item for further information. 

 

11. DISCUSS/CONSIDER Gary Rumbaugh, Public Works Director, presented the Counil with the 

possibility of putting up signs to not allow through traffic on F and Hickory Streets off of North Highway 

285. On motion by Councilman Orona and seconded by Councilman Moon, the Council voted 

unanimously to post "No Thru Truck Traffic" off of Highway 85s F and Hickory Streets, and allowing a 

30 day grace period before fines become effective once the signs have been posted.  

 

12. DISCUSS/CONSIDER Syra Nichols, City Secretary, asked that the Council consider changing the 

dates of future City Council meetings scheduled for November 23rd (Thanksgiving) and December 28th. 

On motion by Councilman Orona and seconded by Councilwoman Baca, the Council voted unanimously 

to change the November 23rd meeting to November 30th and to skip the December 28th meeting. 

 

 

Item G. Discuss items for Next City Council Agenda 

 

1. TIRZ Enterprise Zones 

 

Item J.  Adjourned at 07:10 PM  

 

Attest: 

 

 

_____________________________                          _______________________________ 

Syra Nichols, City Secretary                                       Venetta Seals, Mayor 


