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The Town Council of the Town of Pecos City met in Budget Workshop in the City Council 

Chambers on September 03, 2015 5:30 P.M. with the following present:  

  

Venetta Seals   Mayor 

Gerald Tellez  Mayor Pro-Tem 

Alfredo Saldana Councilman 

Rudy Villegas  Councilman 

Wally Moon  Councilman  

 

Eric Honeyfield City Manager 

Mary Carmen Wood City Secretary 

Conchita Hernandez Community Development 

Gary Rumbaugh Public Works Director  

Isabelle de Brouwer Airport Manager 

Clay McKinney Police Chief 

 

Item A. Mayor Venetta Seals called the September 03, 2015 meeting to order at 5:36 pm. 

Councilman Villegas and Councilman Moon not present. 

 

Item D. Presentations. 

 Town of Pecos City 2015-2016 Draft Budget - City Manager, Eric Honeyfield, presented 

on the 2015-2016 Budget to Council. He stated in a town this small 85% of the budget is already 

set the remaining 15% of the budget are the discretionary funds. Our greatest achievement in 

2015 is the repaving of most of the City of Pecos. Any streets that need one or two layers we will 

be back next summer. City Manager, suggested the following Projects for 2016; Utility 

Placement – 3.2 million total, Splash Park – 4.5 million total, Sprinkler System at Saragossa 

Park, Girl Scout Park, and Maxey Park. Currently City Staff hand waters the parks. The Quad- 

Ball Park – 4 Million and Effluent Pipeline – 2 million will probably come out of a Bond Issue. 

He stated, within 12 months starring on August 25 the council have accomplished the following: 

Passed a Zoning Moratorium, 6.8 Million for paving Bonds, Reduced RV park size from 2 acres 

– 1 acre, approved Bids for Stafford Lift Station, Purchased 3 new trash trucks at a cost of 

$650,000 thousand, Passed a Game Room Ordinance, Granted a Contract with David Poe for 

$300,000 thousand for sewer effluent line, Approved the Concept of Police/EMS Housing, 

Cancelled the Troy Yinas Contract, Approved the new Ball Field Design, Roll –off Incentive for 

Condemned Properties, Combined the Planning and Zoning and Board of Adjustment, Removal 

of Credit Card fee(s) from Utility Bills, Paving/Post & Cable Ordinance,  200 Unit apartment 

RFP, $1 million on Automated Water Readers Awarded, Settled with CMD Endeavors outside of 

Court,  $6 Million water/sewer Bond Issue, 4 year terms Passed and Pay your Taxes passed 

(charter amendments), Pay your Taxes Ordinance passed, Post Moratorium Ordinance Passed, 

Hot Tax Legislative Reformed Passed, Purchase of County Land for Altera, EDC Relocated to 

the Old Senior Center, Streamlined Ordinance, $ 1 Million Blending Tank Complete, Annual 

Curb and Gutter Project $300,000 thousand a year, 24 unit Apartment Resolution, 1.6 million 

square yard of chip seal, Comp Plan, Maxey Park/ Kid City Fund Raising Campaign – Chevron 

has donated $50,000 thousand, RFP – Sale of Effluent, All New Building Codes Adopted, Plastic 
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Bag Ordinance, Regular Street Light Monitoring once a month, New Game Room Ordinance 

(Downtown), ETJ/County Building Permit, Chambers - Wayfinding Sign Project, Close out on 

2014 Sewer Project, Lowered from 10% to 5% on Engineering fee(s). Eric Honeyfield, City 

Manager, said this are some things to think about when moving forward on to 2016. In 2004, the 

City would run on $795,251.98 thousand. With some projections and estimated guess we will 

close the year with $4.6 million. Eric Honeyfield, City Manager, suggestion is to budget with 

15% less of what our educated guess is, which will be $3.9 million. Some changes to think about 

in the next Election is Updates to the Charter. Our most underpaid Departments are Police and 

Class Drivers by at least 15%-20% percent less than the market. Our first Fire Truck, if decided 

to purchase, will be the Rescue Truck which will benefit both the County and City. Councilman 

Tellez, suggested to budget 20% less of the educated Revenue to be conservative. Next phase in 

the budget is to meet with department heads to go over the budget but it is all pending on the 

projected revenue which you all will decide on tonight (Council). Venetta Seals, Mayor, asked if 

we need other equipment that we have not talked about yet. Councilman Knudsen, asked about 

the cemetery in the middle of the city and who maintenance it. Conchita Hernandez, Community 

Development Director, mentioned that there is a voluntary group that cleans the premises twice a 

year. Councilman Villegas, asked about the fire hydrant and if we plan to replace some of them. 

City Manager, stated that 100 fire hydrants will cost about $400,000 thousand dollars. Police 

Chief, Clay McKinney, mentioned he is short a jailer and a dispatcher. Gary Rumbaugh, Public 

Directors, stated he is short 2 employees in the water department and 2 in the landfill. We have 3 

mechanics and in the process of hiring a fourth. City Manager, stated that it sounds like Council 

would like to have for example a full time Fire Chief. This employee would monitor the fire 

fighters and the equipment, records keeping, and such. Venetta Seals, Mayor, mentioned that 

when the fire department voted to go to the State Retirement one of the requirements was that 

they all had to have a physical. If we go with 20% of the estimated budget that will be $3.7 

million to play with. City Manager, stated Heather Ramirez, Finance Director, will plug in that 

number ($3.7 million) and go from there. (Councilman Villegas entered the meeting at 5:39pm 

and Councilman Moon entered at 5:58 pm). 

 

Item G: Adjourned at 7:04pm. 

 

 

 

________________________________  

Venetta Seals, Mayor  

 

 

 

Attest:  

 

_______________________________ 

Mary Carmen Wood, City Secretary 


